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Thankſgiving Diſcourſe, 


At the Dzs1nz of the WEST CHURCH, 
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BOSTON, N. E. F PAY, May 23, 1766. 
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By JONATHAN MAYHE WD. D. 
PASTOR of the fad CHURCH. 


E 


- 
. — 2 +2, 24 — 
— — IE yo - y 
—— — * 8 


„ 


GE LS. Se AE. 
— — —— - — 


. 


r 


ä A 
= 5 2 


* : * 


— 
— 


—— Brethren, ye have been called unto L1BERTY ; only 


uſe not LIBERTY for an Occaſion t to the Fleſh, but, by 
Love, We one another. | 
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N -TO TRE AIQUT HONORABLE 
WILLIAM PITT, ſq 
OXE OF HIS 
MaJzstTy*'s moſt honourable PRIVYV Couxcit, 
,, wg 
PATRON of AMERICA. 
5 i 


x ID not a wide ocean intervene, the Au- 

thor of the enſuing Diſcourſe would 
not preſume to prefix ſo great a NAME to a 

little Performance of his, without firſt hum- 
bly requeſting the indulgence, and obtaining 

it. Nor would he truſt to the ſufficiency of 
that apology for taking this liberty, did not 
ſome perſons perſuade him to hope, it will be 

| kindly and condeſcendingly taken as a teſtimo- 
ny of that ſincere gratitude and high venera- 
tion, which not only he but his country has 
for oN E, who hath twice at leaſt been a prin- 
cipal Inſtrument in the hand of GOD, of 
ſaving GREAT BRITAIN and her Colonies 
from impending ruin: Once, by magnani- 


Be. 
- 


mmouſly conducting a juſt and glorious war 
| againſt foreign nations; and once, by pre- 
ſerving peace in His oven ; — by exerting 
Himſelf to prevent a fatal rupture between 

. 1 BRITAIN 


the welfare of both, 


iv D E BIE AT FON. 
BRITAIN and her Colonies, and to re. eſta- 
bliſh ſuch an harmony as eſſentially concerns 


AT the late moſt important cR1s1s, You, 
SIR, whom no rewards could ever tempt, 8 
frowns of the Great ever diſmay, no dangers 
diſconcert; and to whom, ſo good and great 
in Vourſelf, no titles, however high, could 
poſſibly add any new dignity or luſtre; Yau, 
Great Sir, was not aſhamed of our chain,” or 
reluctant at ſtanding forth to. plead the cauſe 


of poor AMERICA ; and to ſtem the mighty 
torrent that was againſt her, which threatened 


to end in a deluge of blood! When it was ac 


counted criminal by many, even to liſp but a 
broken word or two in Her avor, You, Six, 


was not aſhamed or afraid to pour forth all Your 


_ unrivalled eloquence in a ſtrenuous vindication 
of Her infringed Rights, And, indeed, her 
cauſe being ſuppoſed good, the more friendleſs 


She was, the more She needed, and in ſome 


ſort deſerved, fo powerful a patronage. For, 
ſurely, great ulints were given for great occa- 
Hons ; to be employed in defence of the inno- 


cent and feeble, Gop made fome men ſtrong, 


on purpoſe to ©© bear the infirmities of the 


„ weak” ; that they might be able to aſſiſt and 


ſupport them in their dangers and extremities ; 


as You, 81 R, have ever done, tince You adorned 


the Barre ſenate, and particularly! in a late 


ever-memorable fiance.” 
To You! Great.SiR, under GOD FR the 
Kixe | grateful AMERICA chiefly attributes it, 


that She is now hu ppily re-inſtated in the en- 
yore nt of her former liberties and privileges; 


though 


0-8-0. £0 + 1-0-1; iv 
though She has, at the ſame time, a very deep 
ſenſe of her obligations to other great and illuf- 
trious Perſonages. 

Ir, $18, you could, at this diſtance, have an 
| adequate conception of the univerſal joy of 
AMERICA, Pi eceded by the moſt alarming ap- 
prehenſions for Her liberties: If You could de 
fully ſenſible how much we aſcribe it to You, 

that they are not loſt; how, next to the KING, 
we bleſs You as our common Far HR, and 
ſend up ardent vows to Heaven for You; this 
would, it muſt give You a ſublime and truly 
Godlike pleaſure.” It might even ſuſpend, for 

a while, the ſevereſt pangs of that excruciating 1 

diſorder, which has fo often detained you from | 

the BRITISH Senate, to the great detriment of —_ 
the public; particularly when the late dreadful 1 
STAMP-ACT was paſſed, Nay, it might, per- 
haps, without any other miracle, give You ſuch 
| ſpirits and vigor, as to © take up Your bed and 

« walk,” like those ſick and lame perſons in- 
ſtantly cured by the word of Him, who came 
from Heaven to make us free indeed. 5 
So univerſal, fo great is our joy; and ſo 
5 much, SIR, are we indebted for it to your good 
olfices But, alas! what can poor AMERICA 
do in return ? Nothing but acknowledge the 
obligation with as much fincerity as a grateful 
country ever acknowledged one: Nothing but 
call you, over and over again, her F ATHER, 
3 her FATuE; and endeavor to make good 
1H Your generous engagements for her prudent, 
va dutiful behaviour towards her Mother- country: 
Nothing but erect a ſew marble, braſs or cop- 
per ſtatues in honor to You; (for AMERICA 


has 
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"RN BSD ECATHIOM 

has but little ſilver or gold) ſtatues that will be 2 
of no ſervice to Vou, ſince they will go to de- 

cay long before Vour name and memory will 

need any ſuch poor helps to preſerve them. 

Alas! . AMERICA can do no more!— Yes, | ( 

Sir, there is one thing more: She will pray | 

that You may long live in health, happineſs = 
and hanor, that if there ſhould be any occaſion Þ| ( 
hereaftes, asin time paſt, You may ſtep in | 


and prevent Her's and BR1TAiNn's ruin, when 
no other man could; and that, when You muſt, 
according to the common lot of men, however 
great and good (O may it be late!) ceaſe to 
| plead the cauſe of LIBER on earth, You may 
in Heaven, as Your reward, enjoy © the glorious 
* LiBERTY of the ſons of God!” 
. I am, with the warmeſt gratitude, and 
higheſt veneration, Right Honorable and Moſt 
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7 81 R, your moſt obedient, moſt laue | 


And moſt humble ſervant, 


Jox ATrHAN Mavynew. 


PSALM CXXIV. 7, 8. 
Our ſoul is eſcaped as a, bird from the fuare of the 


| fowlers ; the ſnare is broken, and we are eſcaped. 


Our belp is in the name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. 


providence for us, in the day of our trouble, 
| ſeemed ſo ſeaſonable, fo ſignal, fo impor- 


tant; in a word, fo intereſting to the preſent and 


future generations, that we of this Society thought 
it expedient to agree among ourſelves upon a day, 
in order to take a particular, religious notice of 
it; and to praiſe the name of the Lord, in whom 
is our help. If there had been any probability 
of our being called together for this end by Pro- 
clamation, as upon ſome leſs memorable occaſions, 
we ſhould not have been deſirous to anticipate the 


day; which might have had the appearance of 


oſtentation. But of that, ſo far as I have heard, 
there was very little, if any, proſpect. By this 
perfectly voluntary, and free-will offering, I hope 
we ſhall render to God, in ſome poor meaſure, the 
glory due to his name; and that he will graciouſſy 
accept it, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt the righ- 
teous, our mediator and advocate with the F 5 
At the ſame time it is ſuppoſed that, in proceeding 


thus, we give no juſt ground of offence to Jew or 


Gentile, or to the church of God; which we 
would by no means do. We only exerciſe that 


liberty, 


HE. late gracious appearance of divine 
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Britain and them, to their mutual advantage. 


(2) 


liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, be- 


ing deſirous that all other perſons and churches ' 
ſhould do the fame; and not chuſing that either 


they or we ſhould be entangled with any; yore ; 


„of bondage.” 

Having rendered. our devout thanks to God, 
whoſe kingdom ruleth over all, and ſung his high _ 
praiſes; permit me now, my friends and brethren, f 


with unfeigned love to my country, to congra- 
tulate you on that intereſting event, which is the 


ſpecial occaſion of this ſolemnity: An event, as 


I humbly conceive, of the utmoſt importance to 


the whole Britiſh empire, whoſe peace and proſ- 
perity we ought ardently to deſire and one, very 
peculiarly affecting the welfare of theſe colonies. 


Belieye me, I lately took no inconſiderable part 


with you in your grief, and gloomy apprehenſions, 
on account of a certain PARLIAMENTARY ACT, 


which you ſuppoſed ruinous in it's tendency to the 


American plantations, and, eventually, to Great- 
Britain. I now partake no leſs in your common 


Joy, on account of the REPEAL of that act; where- 


by theſe colonies are emancipated from a ſlaviſh, 


3 bondage; are re-inſtated in the enjoy- 


ment of their ancient rights and privileges, and a 
foundation is laid for laſting harmony between Great- 


D 
But when you requeſted me to preach a a ſermon 


on this joyful occaſion, I conclude it was neither 
your expectation nor deſire, that I ſhould enter 


very particularly into a political conſideration of 


the affair. Had I conceived this to haye been 


your intention, I muſt, though with reluctance, 
haye given you a refuſal; partly from a convic- 
tion 


E 


tion of the! impropriety of minutely diſcuſſing points 
of this nature in the pulpit, and partly from a 
ſenſe of my own inability to do it as it ought to 


be done. I ſuppoſe I ſhall beſt anſwer your ex- 
pectation, as well as moſt gratify my own incli- 
nation, by waving political controverſy, and giving 


you ſuch counſels and exhortations reſpecting your 


duty to God and man, as are agreeable to the 


ſacred oracles, to the dictates of ſober reaſon, and 


adapted to the occaſion. This is, therefore, what 


I chiefly propoſe to do in the enſuing diſcourſe, 
as God ſhall enable me: And may the Father of 
lights teach me to ſpeak, and you to hear in ſuch 
a manner, that our aſſembling together at this time, 
out of the ordinary courſe, may be to his honor, 
and to chriſtian edification. 

However, if my diſcourſe is to be particularly 
adapted to this great occaſion, inſtead of being fo 
general, as to be almoſt as ſuitable to any other, 


you are ſenſible it is neceſſary that the occaſion 


itſelf ſhould be kept in view. I ſhall therefore 
briefly premiſe a few things relative thereto, by 
way of introduction to the main deſign; ſuch 
things, I mean, as ſhall now be taken for granted. 


In mentioning which, my aim will be to expreſs, ; 
in brief, what I take to be the general ſenſe of theſe 


colonies, rather than to explain my own. For it 
1s on ſuch commonly received opinions, that my 

exhortations and cautions will be grounded ; leav- 
ing the particular diſcuſſion of them to others, who 


are better qualified for it, and to whom it more 


properly belongs. And if I ſhould be miſtaken 
in any of theſe particulars, it is hoped candor will 


excule it; ſeeing theſe are matters out of the way 
of my profeſion, B 2 In 
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In purſuance e of this plan, it hall now be taken 
for granted, that as we were free: born, never made 


ſlaves by the right of conqueſt in war, if there be 


indeed any ſuch right, nor ſold as ſlaves in any, 
open lawful. market, for money, 10 we have a natu- 


ral right to our oon, till we have freely conſented 
to part with it, either in perſon, or by thoſe whom "oh 


we have appointed to repreſent, and to act for us. 
It ſhall be taken for granted, that this natural 

right is declared, affirmed and ſecured to us, as 

we are Britiſh ſubjects, by Magna Charta; all acts 


contrary to which, are ſaid to be ipſo facto null and 


void: And, that this natural, conſtitutional right 


has been further confirmed to moſt of the planta - 


tions by particular ſubſequent royal charters, taken 


in their obvious ſenſe; the legality and authority 


of which charters was never ance denied by either 
Houſe of Parliament; but implicitly at leaſt ac- 
knowledged, ever ſince they were E eee 
wle till very lately. Fee 4 

It is taken for granted 0 that Motel ght of 
wal by juries, is a conſtitutional one with "eſpelt 
to all Britiſh ſubjects in general, particularly to the 
coloniſts; and that the plantations in which civil 
government has been. eſtabliſhed, have all along, 


till of late, been in the uninterrupted enjoyment 


of both the rights aforeſaid, which are of on Uenon 
NPR being eſſential to liberty. 


It ſhall, therefore, be taken for le” lar | 


| the colonies had great reaſon to petition. and re- 
monſtrate againſt a late act of Parliament, as be- 


gy an infraction of theſe" rights; and Faye a 
rectly to duc us ag a . of n 
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It is, moreover, taken for: granted, whitever 
becomes of this queſtion about rights, that an 
act of chat ſort was very hard, and juſtly grievous, 
not to ſay oppteſſive; as the colonies are poor, 
as moſt of them were originally ſettled at the ſole 
and great expence of tlie adventurers; the expence 
of their money, their toil, their blood; as they 
have expended a great deal from time to time in 
their wars with their French and Savage neigh- 
bouts, and in the ſupport of his Majeſty's govern- 
ment here; as they have, moreover, been ever 
ready tocgrant ſuch aids of men and money to the 
crown, for the common cauſe, as they were able 
to give; by which means a great load of debt ſtill 
lies on ſeveral of them; and as Great Britain has 
if drawn; vaſt emolument from them in the way of 
commerce, over and above all that ſhe has ever 
expended for them, either in peace or war: So 
that ſue ig, beyond all compariſon, richer, more 
powerful and reſpectable now, than ſhe would have 
been; if our fathérs had never emigrated : And 
hoch / they and their poſterity have, in effect, been 
labouring, from firſt to laſt, for the aggrandize- 
ment of the mother country. In this light, that 
ſmhare af common ſenſe, which the coloniſts have, be 
1 15 more or leſs, leads them to conſider things. 
Alto is taken for granted, that as the ſurpriſing, 
. eg, growth of theſe colonies, to the ex- 
tenſion of his Majeſty's dominion, and prodigious 
advantage of Britain in | many reſpects has been 
 chiefly:owing, under God, to the liberty enjoyed 
here; ſo the infraction thereof in two ſuch capital 
points as thoſe before referred to, would undoubt- 
N diſcoutage the trade, induſtry and en 
208 B 3 of 
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riotous and fellonious proceedings 


the effrontery to cloke their rapacious vic 
with the pretext of zeal for liberty; which is ſo 

far from being a new thing under the ſun, that 

even Great Britain can furniſh us with aero ; 


* 
6 65 77 q 


of: FRA dab by- rendbriog property. inſecure 
and precarious z would ſoon drain them of all their 


little circulating money; would put it abſolutely 
out of their power to purchaſe Britiſh commodi- 


ties, force them into manufactures of their own, 
and terminate, if not in tlie ruin, yet in the vary 


eſſential etriment of the mother count. 


It ſhall, cherefore, alſo be taken for granted, 


prom although the colonies could not juſtly claim 


an excluſive right of taxing themſelves, and the 
right of being tried by juries; yet they had great 
reaſon to remonſtrate againſt. the act aforeſaid on 


1 the footing of inexpedience, the great hardſhip, 


and deſtructive: tendency of it; as a meaſure big 


with miſchief to Britain, as well as to themſelves; 


and promoted at finſt, perhaps; n _ perſons | 
-who wete real friends to wehre o ein 


meaſure, on the part of Waden . | Leſided deal 


of humble petitionipg, and other ſtrictly legal 
ones, it will not, I conclude, be ſuppoſed; that 1 
appear in this place as an advocate for them, what- 
ever the general ſenſe of the coloniſt may be con- 


cerning this point. And I take for granted, that 


we are all perfectly agreed in condemning the 


of Belial,* as they have been juſtly called, wo had 


much. more flagrant, examples of 1 it. 


* The Book of America, Chap. 11. v. 1 13. 


"Bur, 


of certain nen 


(7) | 
But, my Brethren, however unconſtitutional, 


 oppreſſ Ive, grievous or ruinous the aforeſaid act | 


Was in it's nature; and fatal in it's tendency, . his 

Majeſty and the Parliament have been pleaſed to 
| hearken to the juſt complaints of the colonies, 
ſeconded and enforced by the prudent, ſpitired 
conduct of our merchants ;' by certain noble and 
ever-honoured patriots in Great Britain, eſpouſing 


our cauſe with all the force of reaſon and elo- 


quence, and by the general voice of the nation: 5 
Od that a total repeal of that dreadful act is now 


obtained. His Majeſty and the Parliament were 
Far too wiſe, juſt and good to perſiſt i in a meaſure, 


after they were convinced it was wrong; or to 
conſider it as any point of honor, to enforce an 


: a 1⁰ grievous to three million good ſubjects, 


Þh contrary to the intereſt of the Britiſh a 


5 and manufacturers, and to the general ſenſe of the 
nation. They have been pleaſed, in the act of 55 


; repeal itſelf, greatly to their honor, implicitly to 
acknowledge their fallibility and. erroneous judg- 
c ment in the other act, by ſaying, that © the con- 


& tinuance of the aid act, would be attended with 
« many inconveniencies, and mig bt be productive 


«gf confequences greatly Gerte to the com- 


« merclal intereſts of 2hoſe kingdoms.” Theſe 
a being the reaſons alngned for tlie repeal, we may 
- juſtly conckude, that if thoſe many inconveniencizs 
5 pon ens conſeqitnces could have been fore- 
_ ſh; the act complaſned of would never have been 
| piſſed. - And as the fame reaſons will doubtleſs 


8 operate at leaſt ab ſtrongly, probably much more 


ſtrongly hereafter, in proportion to the growth of 


the colonies, thah they do at preſent, we may na- 


B 4 turally 
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turally conclude alſo, that an act of the like na- 


* will never again be heard of. 


Thus our ſoul is eſcaped as a bird from the 
0 ſnare of the fowlers; the ſnare is broken, -and 


e ve are eſcaped ;” though not without much 


ſtruggling in the ſnare, before it gave way, and 
ſet us at liberty again. But when I ſpeak of that 
pernicious act as a ſnare, and thoſe. who prepared | 
it for us as fowlers, greedy of their prey, let it be 
particularly obſerved, that I intend. not the leaft 
reflexion on our gracious Sovereign or the Par- 
liament; who muſt not be ſuppoſed to have any 
evil deſigns againſt the. colonies, which are ſo ne- 


ceſſary to Great Britain, and by which ſo many 


thouſands of her manufacturers are ſupported, who, 
but for them, muſt actually ſtarve, emigrate, or 


do what I chuſe to forbear mentioning. No! 1 


apply this, as I conclude you will, only to ſome 


evil-minded individuals 1 in Britain, who are true 
fronds neither to her nor us; and who accord- 


ngly ſpared no wicked arts, no deceitful, no diſ- 


: N no diſhoneſt means, to puſh on ad 
| obtain, as it were by ſurpriſe, an act lo prejudicial 


to both; and, in. ſome ſort, to the enſnaring of 


TS Majeſty and the Parliament, as well as the 
„ good people of America: Being, not improbably, 


in the intereſts in the Houſes of Bourbon and 


the Pretender, whoſe cauſe they n meant to ſerve, by 
bringing about an open rupture between Great 


Britain and her colonies ! Theſe, theſe men, my 


Brethren, are. the cunning fewlers,. theſe. the 


enſnarers, from whoſe teeth * our ſoul is clcaped as 
« a bird:“ And ſuch traitors, will, doubtleſs cer 
long S be caught i in Another fſuarechvitable for them, to 


\, 


\ 
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dhe ſatisfaction of the King's good ſubjects on both 
ſides the Atlantic, if his Majeſty and the Parlia- 
ment ſhould judge it neceſſary. for the vindication 
of their own honor, or for the public good, to 
| bring them to condign puniſhment. , | 
Let me juſt add here, that according to our 
| lateſt and beſt advices, the King, his truly patri- 
otic Miniſtry and the Parliament haye the intereſt, 
particularly | the commercial intereſt of the colonies 
much at heart; being now diſpoſed even to enlarge, 
inſtead of curtailing their privileges, and to grant 
us every indulgence, conſiſtent with the common 
good of the Britiſh, empire: More than which We 
cannot reaſonably, and, I am e 0 not 
deſire. e 955 
Theſe chings being EW! let. me now. pro- 
E to thoſe reflexions, exhortations and cautio 
relative to them, Which were the chief deſign o& 
this diſcourſe. And the preſent occaſion being 2 
very peculiar one, ſuch as never before occurred in 
America, and, I hope in God, never will again, 
I ſhall crave "EX ,your indulgence-if Lam conſider- 
ably longer than is cuſtomary on other occaſions, 
which are leſs out of the ordinary courle. 8 
In the firſt place then, it 18 eyident from the . 
preceding view of things that. we have the greateſt 
cauſe for thankfulneſs, to Almighty God who doeth 
his, will among the inhabitants of the earth, as 
well as in the - armies of heaven. | He, in whoſe 
| hands-are the hearts of all, men, not excepting 
thoſe, of Kings, ſo. that he. turneth them whither⸗ 
0 ſoe ver he will, as the rivers of water, hath inſſ pired | 
| the dang of America with a 1595 6 ſick of 
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up for that invaluable bleſſing, He hath ralled , 


54 up friends of the greateſt eminence in Britain, 


in our 1115 circumſtances. He hath united 
the hes 


of almoſt all wiſe ind : good men there, 
to plead our Cauſe and heir own ſucceſsfully. 


5 He kath bleſſed the King With an uprig ht Mini 


V, zealous for the! ble 300d, and knowing 


- wherein it conſiſts. He hath given the King wiſ- 
U6hti to diſcern, and integrity to purſue, the inte- 


reſts of his 1 people, at the lare alarming CRISIS, 
hen ſo EK depended. on the FTP EP that 


1 Here then fs eedily to be taken! He hath chan ged 
nis royal pu drcte, and that of his Latera, © in 
a Mitter 12155 nearly and efſencially concerned, 
at leaſt our temporal happineſs , diſpoſing them 
to take off from our Ts | 
heavy burden, Wich, to be fare; was not put upon 
Us Gut withre luctance, and through the diſhoneſt 
artifices of certain Tbs men, perhaps, who in- 

tencked, if poffible, entirely to alienate the affections 


that grievous and 


of the 31 75 Nun their common Father the King, 


and from their Mother-country. G execrable de- 


ſign! to the accomy 3 of which, the Per- 


nicious meaſure àforEfald app arently tended. But 
bleſſed be He, who Weed among the nations, 
. tharhe harh eohfonf d the devices of ſuch rreachs 


Erovis men. T0 allode to che palm, a part of 


Which 1 mentibhed ds my text; 7 it it had not 
_ & hen the Lord who y on our fide; when men 


«roſe up Againſt us,“ ahd if they could have 


had their wicked wilh, © then they bad fwallowed 


4 us up quick; - then the Waters had 
40 overwhelitied ds“ FA ſtream had gone over 
80 "oe foul; dien the proud Waters Had * 


L over 


tn) 
* our ſoul. Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not 
* given us as a prey to their teeth ;” the rave 
dee of thoſe cunning fowlers, Röm whoſe tred. 
cherous ſnare we have juſt eſcaped; < our bes 
* being in the name of the Lord, who made hea. 
ce ven and earth.“ TO Him, Mcteföfe, We ve juſtly 
core the undiſſembled gratitude of our HERE as 
well as the joyful Praiſes of our lips: For 1 ale 
it for granted, that you all firmly believe, that He 
who' made the world, exerciſes a proyidential go- 
vernment over it; fo that the very hairs of our 
head © are all numbered by,” and that © a ſparrew 
cc goth not fall to the ground without“ Him. 
How much more then, is his providence to be ac- 
knowledged in the riſe, in the preſervation, in the 
great events, the revolutions, or the tal of migh- 
5 ſtates and kingdom??? 
To excite our "attinide to God the more effecs 
tually, let us conſider the greatneſs of our late 
danger and of bur deliverance: Let us take a 
brief retroſpettive + view of the perplexed, wretch- 
ed ſtate, in which theſe colonies were, a few montlis 
ago, compared with the joyful and happy condi- 
tion, in which they are at preſent, by the reiner 
of their chief grievances. 

Wie have never Kubwn fo quick and general: a 
tranfition from tlie depth of rden to the hei 5 
of joy, as on this 'occafion; nor, indeed, fo £1 great 
tit univerſal a flow of either, on any ores 7 occa- 
ſton whatever: It is very true, we have heretofore 
ſeen” times of rent adverſity. We have known 
ſeuſons of drought, "dearth, and ſpreading mortal 
aiſtafes; the peſtilefice walking 1 in darknels, add 
_ deſtiviiich. waſting at noon ay, We have 


ſeen 


— 
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ſeen wide devaſtations, made by fire; and ama 
Zing, tempeſts, the heavens on flame, the winds, 
and the waves roaring. We have known repeated 
earthquakes, threatning us with ſpeedy deſtruction. 
We have been under great apprehenſions by reaſon 
of formidable fleets of an enemy on our coaſts, 
; menacing fire and ſword to all our maritime towns. 
We have known times when the French and Sa- 
vage armies made terrible havock on our frontiers, | 

carrying all before them for a, while; when we 
were not without ſear, that ſome capital towns in 
the colonies would fall into their mercileſs hands. 
Such times as theſe we have known; at ſome of 
which almoſt every face gathered paleneſs,”. and 
the knees. of all but the good and brave, waxed 
feeble. But never have we known a ſeaſon of ſuch 
Univerſal conſternation and, anxiety among people 
of all ranks and: ages, in, theſe colonies, as was 
occalioned by that parliamentary, procedure, which 
threatened usand our poſterity with perpetual bond- 
age and ſlavery. For They, as we generally ſup- 
poſe, are really flaves to a 1; intents and purpoſes, | 
who are obliged, to lahor and toil only for the be- 
nefit of others; or, which « comes to the ſame. thing, 
the fruit of whoſe labor and induſtry. may be Yaw- 
fully taken from. them without their conſent; and 
they juftly puniſhed if they. refuſe to ſurrender i it 
on demand, or apply ĩt to other purpoſes than thoſe 
which. their maſters, of the mere grace and plea: 
ſure, ſee fit to allow). oy Nor are there many Ameri: 
can underſtandings accute enough to diſtioguiſh 
any material difference. between this being done 
by a Angle perſon, under the title of an abſolute 
Monarch, and done by a far-diſtant legillarure con⸗ 


Hen 


16 50 


Sting of many perſons, in which they are not re- 


preſented; and the members whereof, inſtead of 


feeling, and ſharing equally with them in the bur- 
den thus impoſed, are eaſed of their own in pro- 


portion to the greatneſs and weight of it. It may 
be queſtioned, whether the ancient Greeks or Ro- 


mans, or any other nation in which ſlavery was 
allowed, carried their idea of it much further than 
this. So that our late apprehenſions, and univerſal 
conſternation, on account of ourſelves and poſte- 


rity, were far, very far indeed, from being ground- 


leſs. For what is there in this world more wretched, 
than for thoſe who were born free, and have a 
right to continue ſo, to be made ſlaves themſelves, 


and to think of leaving a race of ſlaves behind 
them; even though it be to maſters, confeſſedly 
the moſt humane and generous in the world? Or 


what wonder is it, if after groaning with a low 
voice for a while, to no purpoſe, we at length 
groaned ſo loudly, as to be heard more than three 
thouſand miles; and to be pitied throughout Eu- 
rope, wherever it is not hazardous to mention even 
the name of liberty, unleſs it be to reproach it, as 
only another name for ſedition, faction or rebellion? 
On the other hand, never did the tide of joy 


ſwell ſo high, or roll ſo rapidly through the boſoms | 


and veins of the people in general, on any public 
' occaſion, as on the news of THE REPEAL. 


„ Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and 


e our. tongue with ſinging,” when the Lord turned 
our captivity; this was received as an emancipation 
indeed, from unmerited ſlavery. Nor were there 


ever before ſo great external demonſtratians of joy 
zmang the people of America; not even when all 


Canada 
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Canada was reduced: or when i it was ſecured to the 
crown of England by treaty, and our apprehenſi- 
ons of coming under the yoke of France were 
vaniſhed away. And ſome there are, who ſuppoſe, 
that France would not have heſitated at allowing 
ſuch a number of flouriſhing colonies the excluſive 
right of taxing themſelves, for the ſake of a free 
trade with them, could they have been prevailed 
on, by violating their allegiance, to put themſelves 
under her protection; as J am fully perſuaded theſe 


| colonies would not do, for all that France has ta 


give. In my poor opinion, we never had ſo much 
real occaſion for joy, on any temporal account, as 
when we were thus emancipated, and our ſoul eſca- 
ped as a bird from the dreadful. ſnare. And I am 
perſuaded it would rejoice the generous and royal 
heart of his Majeſty, if he knew that by a ſingle 
turn of the ſcepter, when he aſſented to THE RE- 
PEAL, he had given more pleaſure to three million 
good ſubjects, than ever he and his royal Grand- 
father gave them by all the triumphs of their 
arms, from Lake Superior Eaſtward to the Iles 
af Manila; though ſo numerous, fo great, fo 
uſtrious; and though WE partook ſo largely in 
the national joy on thoſe occaſions. A pEPPER- 
coRN®*® 4 year added to his Majeſty's exchequer, 
would not ſurely —! But I forbear. | 

If you pleaſe, we will now deſcend to ſome far. 
ther particulars, relative to our late unhappy and 


preſent joyful circumſtances, in order to excite our 


thankfulneſs to Lage for ſo memorable a deliver. | 
ance. 


*® Seea cengin ever-memorable speech in an angaſ mbh 
; This 
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This continent, from Canada to F lorida, _ 
the Weſt-India Iſlands, moſt of them at leaſt, have 
exhibited a diſmal mixed ſcene of murmuring, 
deſpondence, tumult and outrage; courts of Juſtice 
ſhut up, with cuſtom-houſes and ports; private 
jealouſies and animoſities, evil ſurmiſings, whiſ- 
perings and back-bitings, mutual reproaches, open 
railing, and many other evils, ſince the time in 
which the grievous act aforeſaid was to have taken 
place. Almoſt every Britiſh American, as was 

before obſerved, - conſidered it as an infraction of 
their rights, or their dearly purchaſed privileges, 
call them which you will; and the ſad earneſt of 
ſuch a galling yoke to be laid on our necks, already 
ſomewhat ſore by preceding grievances, as neither 
we nor our Fathers were able to bear; or rather, 

a8 being itſelf ſuch a yoke, and likely to grow 
heavier by length of time, without any increaſe, 
either of ability or patience to endure it. The 

uneaſineſs was, therefore, juſtly great and univerſal, 

except, perhaps, among a few individuals, who 
either did not attend to conſequences, or who ex- 
pected to find their private account in the public 
calamity, by exerciſing the gainful, though invi- 
dious, and not very reputable office of :aſt-maſters 
over their groaning countrymen and brethren 
Even our bought Negro ſlaves apparently ſhared 
in the common diſtreſs: For which one cannot 
eaſily account, except by ſuppoſing that even ſome _ '' 
of them ſaw, that if the af took place, their 
maſters might ſoon be too poor-to provide them i 


ſuitable food and raiment; and thought 1 it would 


| ( 16 5 
de more ignominious and wretched to by the 
JOE of ſervants, than of free - men. ; 


But to return. The general difcontent ope- 


rated very differently upon the minds of different 
people, according to the diverſity of their natural 
tempers and conſtitutions, their education, reli- 


gious principles, or the prudential maxims which 


they had eſpouſed. Some at once grew melan- 


choly, © ſitting down in a kind of lethargic, dull 


deſparation of relief, by any means whatever. 


Others were thrown into a ſort of conſternation, 
not unlike to a phrenzy occaſioned by a raging 
fever; being ready to do any thing or every thing, 


4 


to obtain relief; but yet, unhappily, not knowing 


what, when, where, how; nor having any two 


rational and conſiſtent ideas about the matter; 


ſcarce more than a perſon. in a delirium has of the 
nature of, or proper method of curing the fever, 


which is the cauſe of his madneſs. Some few 


were, I believe; upon the principles of Sibthorp, 
Manwaring, Filmer, and that goodly tribe, de- 
termined to go no farther in order to obtain redreſs, 


than in the way of petition and remonſtrance; 
and this, even though they had been ſure of ſuc- 


ceſs in ſome hardy enterprize. Others, who had 
no religious ſeruples of this kind, yet thought it 


extremely imprudent and hazardous to oppoſe a 
ſaperior power in ſuch a manner as might, perhaps, 


draw the whole weight of -it's reſentment on the 
colonies, to their deſtruction. But the greater 


part, as I conceive, though I may be miſtaken in 


this, were firmly united in a conſiſtent, however 


imprudent or deſperate a plan, to run all riſques, 
to tempt all hazards, to go all lengths, if things 
Were 
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ute driven to extremity, rather than to ſubmit; 
b preferring death itfelf to what they eſteemed fo 
- wretched and inglorious a ſervitude, | And even 
of devout women not a few” were, I imagine, 
to far metamorphoſed into men on this ſad occa- 


ſion, that - they would have declined hardly any 


kind of manly exertions, rather than live to pro- 
pagate a race of ſlaves, or to be ſo themſelves, In 


ſhort, ſuch was the danger, and in their opinion, 


fo great and glorious the cauſe, that the ſpirit of 
the Roman matrons in the time of the common- 

wealt 
daughters of America. The uneaſineſs of ſome 


1 ſeemed to be now equalled by the fairer 


perſons was much encreaſed by an imagination, 
that the money to be raiſed by the duty on ſtamps, 


would partly be applied to pay certain civil offi> 
cere, ſalaries; whereby they would become more 


entirely and ablolutely dependent on the crown, 
leſs. on the people, and conſequently as was ſup- 
poſed, more arbitrary and inſolent. Others were 
anxious, becauſe they imagined, with how much, 


or how little, reaſon-you will beſt judge, that the 


money was to be chiefly applied towards main- 


taining a ſtanding army in America; not ſo much 


to defend and ſecure the colonies from enemies, 


of whom they had none, except the aforeſaid fow- 


lers, as to awe the colonies themſelves into an im- 
plicit obedience to miniſterial meaſures, however 
unjuſt or execrable in their nature. There is no 


end, you know, to peoples, fears and jealouſtes, 


when once they are thoroughly alarmed. And ſo 


ſome ſuſpected, that this money was partly in- 


tended to maintain a ſtanding army of 'biſhops, 
and other eccleſiaſtics, to propagate the importance 
= C 


of 
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of certain rites and ceremonies, to which th 


ey had 
an averſion; the divine right of dioceſan epiſco- 


pacy and tythes, with many er cetara's of the 


like ſacred and intereſting importance. Theſe ftrange 
| notions and fears preyailed very much among 


certain odd people, who liked their old religion, 


and were not able to ſee the reaſonableneſs of their 


paying for the ſupport of any other. I am not 


accountable for other peoples“ whim/ical appre- 
henſions: I am here only repreſenting the per- 
plexity, into which peoples minds were thrown 
by the novel taxation, according to their different 
views of it; a taxation, which was probably never 


thought of till a few years ago, when it was pro. 
poſed to a great and good Secretary of State, who 
was far too friendly to the colonies, as well as 


too wile, 0 burn HIS fingers with an American : 


SrAMp-Acr. | 
This diverſity of Nude 8 nb opi- 


nions among the coloniſts, of which I have been 


ſpeaking, naturally occaſioned great animoſities, 


mutual cenſures and reproaches : Infomuch that 


it was hardly ſafe for any man to ſpeak his 


thoughts on the times, unleſs he could patiently 


bear to lie under the imputation of being a coward, 


an incendiary, rebel, or enemy to his country ; or 


to have ſome other odium caſt upon him. In the 
mean time moſt of the courts were ſhut up, and 


| almoſt all buſineſs brought to a ſtand; and, in 
ſome colonies, wide breaches were made between 
their ſeveral Governors and Houſes of Aſſembly; 


thoſe governors thinking it their duty to puſh the 
execution of the ſtamp-· act; and ſome of them 
tryin g to prevent the aſſemblies petitioning, in 


the 
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more expeditious way t 
mitting abominable exceſſes and outrages on the 


3) 


diſorder, approaching ſo near to anarchy, ſome 


Pfrofligate people, in different parts of the con- 
tinent, took an opportunity to gratify their private 


reſentments, and to get money in an eaſier and 
an that of labour; com- 


perſons or property of others. 
What a dreadful ſcene was this! Who can uke 
a curſory review of it even now, without hor- 


ror, unleſs he is loſt to all ſenſe of religion, virtue 


and good order? Theſe were ſome of the bitter, 
and in a good meaſure, the natural fruits of that 
unhappy "meaſure which preceded them. Nor 


were we wholly unapprehenſive of ſomething ſtill 
worſe; of having a more dreadful ſcene, even a 
ſcene of blood aßd ſlaughter opened ! I will not 
be particular here; but aſk you what you think 
of Britiſh ſubjects making war upon Britiſh ſub- 


je&ts on this continent! What might this have 
terminated in? Perhaps in nothing leſs than the 
ruin of the colonies, and the downfall of a certain 


great kingdom, which has long been the ſupport 
of other ſtates, the terror of her enemies, and the 


envy and glory of Europe! — If I had myſelf, 


once, ſome apprehienſions of this kind, as I con- 


feſs I had, I was very far from being ſingular 


therein. One of the beſt judges of ſuch matters, 
that any nation or age ever afforded, as well as 


one of the beſt men, and moſt accompliſhed ora- 


tors, ſpeaking on this point in a certain auguſt 
aſſembly, is reported to have expreſſed himſelf 


thus. On a good, on a ſound bottom, the force 


66 « of this country can cruſh America to atoms. 1 
2 g know 


* Wont! manner. 8 In this ſtate of general 
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& know the valor Fa your troops; 1 know the 


« {kill of your officers. — But on this ground, on 


« the STAMP- act, when ſo many hers will think 
00 it a crying injuſtice, I am one that will lift up 


my hand againſt it. In ſuch a cauſe your faccals | 


te may be hazardous. Aurica, if su fell, would 


60 fall like a ſtrong man, would embrace the pil- 


« lars of ſtate, and pull down, the conſtitution along 
« with, ber.” Thus the great patron of America.* 


Eyen the remoteſt apprehenſions of this kind, 
4 muſt give a Very ſenſible pain to any American, | 


who at once ſincerely loves his own country, and 


wiſhes that the happy civil conſtitution, the ſtrength 
and, glory of Great Britain may be as laſting as the 


world, and {till increaſing ; as God is my witneſs, 


1 both wiſh, and pray. If Britain, which | has long: 
been the. principal ſupport of liberty in Europe, 


and is, at leaſt 71 the chief bulwark againſt that 
moſt execrable of all tyrannies, Popery, ſhould in 


deſtroying her colonies deſtroy herſelf; (Heaven 


forbid i it ©; what would become of thoſe few ſtates 
which are now free ? What, of the proteſtant re- 


1 ligion ? The former might, not improbably, fall 


before the Grand Monarch on this ſide the Alps; 


the latter before the Succeſſor of the apoſtle Judas, 
and 1 Vicar of Sarg, e 855 p and ſo, 


The Right Hon. Wide Ppirr, Eſq; Bot the author 
thinks it a piece of juſtice due to ſo great and reſpectable a 


name, to acknowledge that he has no better authority for 


mentioning it on this particular occaſion, than that of the 
public prints, lately ſpread over America; giving an account 

of ſome debates in the honorable Houſe of Commons. He 
| alfo acknowledges, that this is all the authority he has for 


- citing ſome other paſſages afterwards, as from the ſame illuſ- 


trious patriot... 


— 


at 
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0 „ one univerſal deſpotiſm ſwallow up all! 
Some of us had, lately, painful apprehenſions of 
this kind, when there was talk of a great mili- 
tary. force coming to ſtamp America into a parti- 
_ cular kind of ſubjeftionj to which moſt people 
here have an invincible averſion. 

It would, doubtleſs, have been a noble effort of 
genius and humanity in the —— what ſhall I call 
them? fowlers or financiers ? — to extort a little 
money from the poor colonies by force of arms, at 
the riſque of ſo much miſchief to America, to Bri- 
tain, 'to Europe, to the world. And the golden 
' temptation, it is ſaid, took with too many for a 
while, A Pandora's box, or Trojan horſe, indeed! 

— O miſeri, quæ tanta inſania; cives | 
Creditis avectos hoſtes ? aut ulla putatis 
Dona carere dolis Danatim ? fic notus :?“ 

But not to digreſs, I have now briefly remind- 
ed you of our late ſad, perplexed, alarming cir- 
cumſtances; not for the ſake of reproaching thoſe 
ho brought us into them, but to excite your gra- 
titude to God, for our deliverance out of them, 
and for our preſent happy condition. 

The REPEAL, the REPEAL has at once, in a 
good meaſure, reſtored things to order, and com- 
poſed our minds, by removing the chief ground 
of our fears. The courſe of juſtice between man 
and man is no longer obſtructed; commerce lifts 
up her head, adorned with golden treſſes, pearls 
and precious ſtones. All things that went on 
right before, are returning gradually to their for- 

mer courſe; thoſe that did not, we have reaſon to 
hope, will g on better now; almoſt every perſon 
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yo meet, wears the ſmiles of contentm ; 
joy; and even our ſlaves rejoice, as though they 
had received their manumiſſion. Indeed, all the 
lovers of liberty in Europe, in the world, have 
reaſon to rejoice; the Eauſe is in ſome meaſure 
common to them and us. Bleſſed revolution 
_ glorious change ! How great are our obligations for 
it to the ſupreme Governor of the world? He hath 
given us beauty for aſtes, and the oil of gladneſs 
For the ſpirit of heavineſs: He hath turned our 
groans into ſongs, our mourning into dancing: He 
hath put off our ſackcloth, and girded us with gladneſs, 
to the end that our tongues, our glory may ſing 
praiſes to him. Let us all then rejoice in the 
Lord, and give honor to him; not forgetting to 
add the obedience. of our 7 F30H as the beſt ſa- 
crifice that we can offer to Heaven, and which, 
if negle&ed, will prove all ouf other facrifices 
have been but oltentatian and hypocriſy, which 
are an abomnation to the Lord. | 
Ihe apoſtle Peter makes a natural enen 
from fearing God to honoring the King. Let me, 
accordingly, in the next place, exhort you, my 
friends and brethren, to a reſpectful, loyal and 
dutiful manner of ſpeech and conduct, reſpecting 
his Majeſty and his government; thereby making 
a ſuitable return to him for the redreſs of our 
. late grievances. 1 am, indeed, well appriſed of 
the firm attachment of theſe colonies in general, 
and of our own province in particular, to the 
King's perſon, and to the proteſtant ſucceſſion in 
his "aftrious Houſe; for the preſervation of 
which, there is hardly a native of New-England, 


who would not, upon conſtitutional principles, 
which 
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which are thoſe of liberty, chearfully hazard his 
life; or even more lives than one, if he had them 


to lay down in ſo good a cauſe. I have not the 


leaſt ſuſpicion of any diſaffection in you to his Ma- 
jeſty: But yet the duty of ſubjects to Kings, and 
do all that are in authority, is frequently to be 


inculcated by the miniſters of the goſpel, if they 


will follow the example of the apoſtles in this 
reſpect. And the preſent occaſion ſeems particu- 
| larly proper to remind you of that important duty 
ſince we have now before us a recent and memo- 
-rable proof of his Majeſty's moderation, his atten- 
tion to the welfare of his people, and readineſs, ſo 
far as in him lies according to the conſtitution, to 


redreſs their grievances, on reaſonable and humble 


complaint. If any perſons among us have taken it 
unkindly, that his Majeſty ſhould have given his 
royal aſſent to an act, which they think was an in- 


fraction of thoſe liberties and privileges, to which 


they were juſtly intitled; and if the uſual tide and 
fervor of their loyal affection is in any degree aba: - 


ed on that account; yet, ſurely, the readineſs which 


his Majeſty has ſhewn to hear and redreſs his peo- 
ple's wrongs, ought to give a new ſpring, an 


additional vigor to their loyalty and obedience. 


Natural parents, through human frailty, and miſ- 


takes about facts and circumſtances, ſometimes 


provoxe their children to wrath, though they tenderly 


love them, and ſincerely deſire their good. But 


what affectionate and dutiful child ever harboured 


reſentment on any ſuch account, if tlie grievance | 


was removed, on a dutiful repreſentation of it? 


Hardly any thing operates fo ſtrongly on ingenu- 
ous minds, though perhaps of quick reſentment, 
| C4 | 8a 
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as the mild condeſcenſion of a ſuperior to the force 
of reaſon and right on the part of the inferior. 1 
ſhall make no application of this, any farther than 
to remind you, that Britiſh kings are the political 
FarERHERSs of their people, and the people their 
CumpREN; the former are not'tyrants, or even ma/- 
ters; the latter are not faves, or even ſervants. 

Let me farther exhort you to pay due reſpect in 


all things to the Britiſn Parliament; the Lords and 


Commons being two branches of the ſupreme le- 
giſlative over all his Majeſty's dominions. / The 
right of parliament to ſuperintend the general af- 
fairs of the colonies, to direct, check or controul 


them, ſeems to be ſuppoſed in their charters; all 


which, I think, while they grant the power of le- 


giſlation, limit the exerciſe of it to the enacting ſuch 


laws as are not contrary to the law of England, or 


Great-Britain; ſo that our ſeveral legiſlatures are 
ſubordinate to that of the mother- country, which 


extends to and over all the King's dominions: /Ar 
leaſt, ſo far as to prevent any parts of them from 


doing what would be either deſtructive to each 
other, or manifeſtly to the ruin of Britain. / It 
might be of the moſt dangerous conſequence to the 


mother-country, to. relinquiſh this ſuppoſed autho- 


rity or right, which, certainly, has all along been 


recognized by the colonies ; or to leave them de- 
pendent on the crown. only, ſince, probably, within 
a century, the ſubjects in them will be more than 
thrice as numerous as thoſe of Great-Britain and 
Ireland. And, indeed, if the colonies are properly 
parts of the Britiſn empire, as it is both their in- 


tereſt and honor to be, it ſeems abſurd to deny, 


that they are ſubject tothe higheſt authority therein, 
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or not bound to yield obedience to it. 1 hope 


there are very few people, if any, in the colonies, 


who have the leaſt inclination to renounce the 
general juriſdiction of Parliament over them, what- 


ever we may think of the particular right of tax- 


ation. If, in any particular caſes, we ſhould think 


our ſelves hardly treated, laid under needleſs and 


unreaſonable reſtrictions, or curtailed of any liber- 
ties or privileges, which other our fellow ſubjects 


in common enjoy; we have an undoubted right 
do complain, and, by humble and reſpectful, though 


not abject and ſervile petitions, to ſeek the redreſs 


of ſuch ſuppoſed grievances. The coloniſts are 


men, and need not be afraid to aſſert the natural 
rights of men; they are Britiſh ſubjects, and may 


juſtly claim the common rights, and all the privi- 


leges of ſuch, with plainneſs and freedom. And 
from what has lately occurred, there is reaſon to 


hope, that the Parliament will ever hereafter be 
willing to hear and grant our juſt requeſts; eſpe- 
_ cially if any grievances ſhould take place, ſo great, 


ſo general and alarming, as to unite all the colonies 


in petitioning for redreſs, as with one voice. The 
humble united prayers of three or four millions 


loyal ſubjects, ſo connected with Great Britain, will 
not be thought unworthy of a ſerious attantion; 
eſpecially when ſeconded by ſuch ſpirited reſoluti- 
ons and conduct of the American Merchants, as 
they have lately given an example of. Humble 
petitions, /o enforced, always carry great weight 
with them ; and, if juſt and reaſonable, will doubt- 
leſs meet with a ſuitable return, as in the late 
inſtance; ſince Great Britain can ſcarce ſubſiſt with- 
out the trade of her colonies, which will be ſtill in- 
crraſing. 


creaſing. - 
them, on her-part; will firmly bind them to her by 
the threefold cord of duty, intereſt and filial affection, 
ſuch a one as the wiſe man ſays, is not eoftly broken: 
This would do more, far more to retain the colo- 


1 | 
And an equitable, kind treatment of 


nies in due ſubjection, than all the fleets or troops 


ſhe would thin proper to ſend for that purpoſe. 


-- But to return; we ought, in honor to ourſelves, 


as well as duty to the King and parliament, to fruſ- 
trate the malicious prophecies, if not the hopes of 
ſome perfons in Britain, who have predicted the 
moſt ene and indecent returns from us to 
our mother country, for deliverance from the late 
grievances. It has been fortold that, in conſe- 


quence thereof, the colonies would grow inſolent 
and aſſuming; that they would affect a kind of 


triumph over the authority of parliament: that 
they would little or nothing regard it hereafter, in 


other caſes; that they would give ſome broad inti- 
mations of their opinion, that it was not for want 
of inclination, but of power, that the late grie- 


vous act was not enforced; that they would treat 
their brethren in Britain in an unworthy, diſreſpec- 
ful manner; and the like. Such things as theſe 


have been predicted, and, probably, by thoſe. very 
fowlers who contrived the ſnare, from which, to 


their great mortification, our ſoul is now eſcaped as 


a bird. Let us, my brethren, (for it is in our pow- 
er, and it is our duty) make ſuch men falſe-prophets, 


by a contrary behaviour; * prophets of the deceit 


of their own hearts,” This might, probably, 
vex them ſorely ; ſince it is likely, their chief aim 


is, to bring about a fixed, confirmed diſaffection 
on our wel and a ſevere reſentment on the other, 


while 
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while the jealous enemies of the growing power of 


Britain, wagg their ever plotting and enterpriſing 


heads, ſaying, * Aha! fo we would have it.” Let 
us highly reverence the ſupreme authority of the 


. Britiſh, empire, which to us is the higheſt, under 


that of heaven,—Let us, as much as in us lies, 
cultivate harmony and brotherly love between our 


fellow ſubjects in Britain and ourſelves. We ſhall 
doubtleſs find our account in this at laſt, much 
more than in a contrary way of proceeding. There 

are no other prople on earth, that ſo “naturally 
care for us.” We are connected with them by 
the ſtrongeſt ties; in ſome meaſure. by hood; for 


look but a century or two back, and you will find 


their anceſtors and ours, in a great meaſure the 
ſame perſons, though their poſterity is now ſo di- 
vided. We are ſtrongly connected with them by 
a great commercial intercourſe, by our common 
language, by our common religion as proteſtants, 
and by being ſubjects of the ſame King, whom 


God long preſerve and proſper, Wane: his enemies 


are cloathed with ſhame. 


If we conſider things properly, it is indeed our 


great felicity, our beſt ſecurity, and higheſt glory 


in this world, to ſtand in ſuch a relation as we do, 
to ſo powerful an empire; one which rules the oce- 
an, and wherein the principles of liberty are in 


general predominant. It would be our miſery, if 
not our ruin, to be caſt off by Great-Britain, as 


unworthy her farther regards. What then would 


it be, in any ſuppoſeable way, to draw upon our- 


ſelves the whole weight of her juſt reſentment ! 


| What are wwe in the hands of that nation, which ſo | 
lately triumphed over the united powers of France 


and 
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and Spain! Though it muſt, indeed, be acknow- 
ledged, that ſhe did this, in a great meaſure, by 
means of her commercial intercourſe with, and aids 
from the colonies : Without which ſhe muſt pro- 
bably have made a more inglorious figure at the 


; end, than ſhe did at the beginning of the laſt war; 


even though Mr. Pr himſelf had had the ſole 
direction of it under his. Majeſty. — Conſider how 


many millions of people there are in other coun 


tries, groaning in vain under the iron ſceptre of 


mercileſs deſpotiſm, who, if they were but imper- 


fectly appriſed of the happineſs we enjoy, would 
- moſt ardently deſire to be in our ſituation, and to 


ftand in the like relation to Great Britain. Let us 


not be inſenſible of bur own felicity in this reſpect; 
let us not entertain a thought of novelties or inno- 


vations, or be given to change.” Let us not 


indulge to any groundleſs jealouſies of ill intentions 


towards us in our mother-country, whatever there 


may be in ſome deſigning individuals, who do the 


devil's work, by ſowing diſcord. It is for the in- 
tereſt of Britain, as ſhe well knows, to retain the af- 


fection of theſe growing colonies, and to treat them 


_ Kindly to that end: And this bond of intereſt on 


can ave in any political relation whatever. We 


are bound, in honor to the King and Parliament, 


to fappoſe, that it was not for want of ability to 


| enforce a late act, and to cruſh us, that it was re- 


pealed; but from a conviction of the inexpediency, 


the dangerous conſequences, and many inconveniences ; 


of continuing it. And the like reaſons will pro- 


hay operate forever againſt any act of the ſame. 


nature, and grow ſtronger and ſtronger. 
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they did us honor, as it manifeſted their candid and 


7; our duty without it. . L cannat but here remind 


19 1 
- It can anſwer no valuable end, for us to har. 


wan grudges or ſecret reſentment on account of re- 
dreſſed and paſt grievances; no good end wantonly 


and groſſiy to inſult, and thereby to incenſe any 


particular powerful perſons on the other fide of 


the water, as the ſuppoſed enemies of the colonies. 
To me this ſeems impolitic at leaſt; as it may 
perhaps make ſuch perſons our- enemies, if they 
were not ſo before; or, if they were, fix their en · 
mity ; - and make them more induſtrious than, ever 
in ſeeking opportunities to do us miſchief. Much 
leſs can it anfiyer any good end, to affect to triumph i 
over the power of Parliament: This would, in 
ſhort, appear equally inſolent, diſloyal and ridicu- 
lous, in the eyes of all ſober, unprejudiced men, 
May God give us the wiſdom to behave ourſelves 
with humility and moderation, on the happy ſucceſs 
of our late remonſtrances and ſtruggles !—We are 
bound in honor ſo to behave, not only that we may 


fruſtrate the malignant predictions before referred 
to, but that we may anſwer the juſt expectation af qur 
friends in Britain, who, ſo nobly eſpouſed our cauſe 


and, as it were, pawned their own honor, (how great 
and ſacred a pledge l) for our good conduct, if aur 
grievances were removed. By ſuch an engagement 


kind. ſentiments concerning us. This lays us un- 
der an additional obligation, in point of gratitude, 
to; that good behaviour, Which would have been 


you particularly of che words of that immortal 
— — in Parliament, whe has now a ſecond time, 
been the principal means of ſaving Britain and her 
ann impending ruin.“ Say,“ ſaid he, 
dhbe Rt. Hon. Mr. PIT T. 
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oh, the Americans have not in all things ated with 
< prudence and temper : They have been wrong'd; 
. they have been driven to madneſs by injuſtice. 


“ Will you now puniſh them for the madneſs you 
7 have occaſioned ? Rather let prudence and tem- 


6e per come firſt from this fide; I WILL uxber- 


c TAKE FOR America that ſhe will follow the ex- 
« ample.” What SON, either of AMERICA 
or of LIBERTY is there, that has the leaſt ſpark 
of ingenuity, who can help being touched and 
i penetrated to the inmoſt receſſes of the heart, by 
ſuch magnanimous and generous expreſſions in 


behalf bf. the colonies? Who is there, that would 


not almoſt as willingly die, as that THA illuſtrious 


Patron of America thould ever have occaſion to 


be aſhamed of eſpouſing it's cauſe, and making 
himſelf anſwerable for us? We had other. advo- 
cates of diſtinguiſhed eminence and worth, who 
| mg came under ſimilar engagements for 

God forbid, my brethren, that any one of 


u dem ſhould ever have the leaſt reaſon to bluſh for 


his ill placed confidence in us; as all of them will, 
if we ſhew any unworthy beheben towards the 


King, the Parliament or our Mother-country, after 


this proof of their moderation, and regard for us. 
And if They, our friends, ſhould have cauſe to bluſh 
for us in this reſpect, what muſt we do for our- 


ſelves! Where ſhall we find caverns far enough 


removed from the light of day, in which to hide 
our heads! Or what reaſon ſhall we have to ex- 


pect friends, advocates and ſponſors again, how 


much ſoever we may need them, if we have no 


more regard for the honor of thoſe who appeared 
for us at the late alarming criſis; when it was ac- 
counted 


— 
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PE) almoſt criminal to fay any thing i in our 


behalf? Lo 
Let me ſubjdin, chat as the good people of this 


province had the honor to lead in a ſpirited, though 
decent and reſpectful application for the redreſs 


of our late grievances; methinks they ſhould now 


be ambitious to have the honor of leading in a 
prudent, temperate, wiſe behaviour, in conſequence 


of the ſucceſs; and, if need be, as I hope there is 
not, ambitious of ſetting an example of mode- 

ration and diſcretion to other colonies. This 
honor would be equal to the firſt mentioned; and 


would -probably recommend us greatly to thoſe, 
whom it will always be our intereſt and duty to 
pleaſe; ſo long, at leaſt, as we can do it without 


renouncing our birth-right. It will contribute to 
remove any impreſſions that may have been made 
ol late, to our diſadvantage. It will at once gra- 
tify our beſt friends, and falſify the ſlanders of 
our enemies, who delight in repreſenting us as a 
ſeditious, factious and turbulent ſort of people, 
who cannot endure the wholeſome and neceſſary 
reſtraints of government. May God rebuke them 
| we, and forgive them this wrong ! Sy 
. Let none ſuſpect that, becauſe I thus urge the 
quay: of cultivating a cloſe harmony with our mo- 


ther-country, and a dutiful ſubmiſſion to the King 


and Parliament, our chief grievances being re- 

dreſſed, I mean to diſſwade people from having a 
guſt concern for their own rights, or legal, con- 

ſtitutional privileges. Hiſtory, one may preſume 
to ſay, affords no example of any nation, coun- 
try or people long free, who did not take ſome 
care of themſelves: and endeavour to guard and 
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ſecure their own liberties, Power is of a graſpings 


encroaching nature, in all beings, except in HIM, | 
to whom it emphatically „ belongeth“; and who 
is the only King that, in a religious or moral ſenſe, 
e can do no wrong.” Power aims at extending 


itſelf, and operating according to mere will, where- 


ever it meets with no ballance, check, controul 
or oppoſition of any kind.- For which reaſon it 


will always be neceſſary, as was ſaid before, for 


thoſe who would preſerve and perpetuate their 
liberties, to guard them with a wakeful attention; 


andi in all righteous, . juſt and prudent ways, to 
a oppoſe the firlt encroachments-en them. Obſta 
-Mf principiis.“ After a while it will be too late. 
For in the ſtates and kingdoms of this world, it 


happens as it does in the field or church, accord- 


ing to the well-known parable, to this pures; 
a T hat while men ſleep, then the enemy cometh and 


erh tares, which cannot be rooted out again 


til the end of the world, without ere e out the 
eher with them. 


If I may be indulged here i in 1 a few + | 
more, reſpecting g my notions of liberty in general, 


ſuch as they are, it ſhall be as follows. 


Having been initiated, in youth, in the Fea 


4 civil liberty, as they were taught by ſuch men 


as Plato, Demoſthenes, Cicero and other renowned 


perſons among the ancients; and ſuch as Sidney 


and Milton, Locke and Hoadley, among the mo- 


| derns ; ; Iliked them; they ſeemed rational. Hav- 


ing, earlier ſtill learnt from the holy ſcriptures, 


that wile, brave and vertuous men were always 
friends to liberty; that God gave the Iſraelites a 
W [or abſolute Monarch] i in his anger, becauſe 


they 
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they had not ſenſe and virtue enough to like a free 

common-- wealth, and to have himſelf for their 
King; that the Son of God came down from hea- 
ven, to make us © free indeed”; and that ce where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty”; this 
made me conclude, that freedom was a great bleſſ- 
ing. Having, alſo, from my childhood up, by 
the kind providence of my God, and the tender 

care of a good parent now at reſt with Him, been 
educated to the love of liberty, though not of 


licentiouſnels ; which chaſte and virtuous paſſion 


was {till increaſed in me, as I advanced towards, 
and into, manhood; I would not, I cannot now, 
though paſt middle age, relinquiſh the fair object 
of my youthful affections, LIi ER TY; whoſe charms, 
inſtead of decaying with time in my eyes, have 


daily captivated me more and more. I was, ac- 
cordingly, penetrated with the moſt ſenſible grief, 


when, about the firſt of November laſt, that day of - 
darkneſs, a day hardly to be numbered with the 

bother days of the year, Syz ſeemed about to take 
her final departure from America, and to leave that 


ugly Hag Slavery, the deformed child of Satan, in 
her room. I am now filled with a proportionable 
degree of joy in God, on accaſion of HER ſpeedy 
return, with new ſmiles on her face, with aug- 
mented beauty and ſplendor. — Once more then, 
Hail! celeſtial Maid, the daughter of God, and, 
*excepting his Son, the firſt-born of heaven! Wel- 
come to theſe ſhores again; welcome to every 


expanding heart! long mayeſt thou reſide among 


us, the delight of the wiſe, good and brave; the 


protectreſs of innocence from wrongs and op- 


$ preſſion, the patroneſs of learning, arts, eloquence, 
| D virtue, 


* 
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in, rational loyalty, religion And if any mi- 
ſerable people on the continent or iſles of Europe, | 
after being weakened by luxury, debauchery, vena- 
lity, inteſtine, quarrels, or other vices, ſhould, in 
the rude colliſions, or now-uncertain revolutions 
of kingdoms, be driven, in their extremity, to 
ſeek a ſafe retreat from ſlavery in ſome far-diſtant 
climate; let them find, O let them find one in 
America under thy brooding, ſacred wings; where 
our oppreſſed fathers once found it, and we now 
enjoy it, by the favor of Him, whole ſervice is the 
moſt glorious freedom]! Never, O never may He 
permit thee to forſake us, for our unworthineſs to 
enjoy thy enlivening preſence ! By His high per- 
miſſion, attend us through life AvD DEATH to the. 
regions of the bleſſed, thy original abode, there 
to enjoy forever the “ glorious liberty of the ſons 
of God!” —— But I forget myſelf; whither 
have I been hurried by this enthuſiaſm, or what- 
ever elſe you will pleaſe to call it? I hope your 
candor will forgive this odd excurſion, for which 
I hardly know how to account myſelf. - — 
There were two or three things more which I in- 
tended to ſay relative to this joyful occaſion. 
To go on then, theſe colonies are better than 
ever appriſed of their own weight and conſe- 
quence, when united in a legal oppolition to any 
unconſtitutional,” hard and grievous treatment; 
which may be an advantage to them. God often 


bringeth good out of evil; or what is intended for 
evil by men, is by him meant for good. So it was 


particularly in the memorable caſe of Joſeph, whom 
| his hard-hearted, envious brethren ſold as a flave 
unto Egypt. There he became great, and his Fa- 
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* PE! brethren were at length obliged to have 
; recourſe to him, to keep them and their's from 


- And thus, not improbably, may 
good come out of our late troubles, as well as out 


of thoſe oppreſſions, which occaſioned the flight 
of our forefathers into the defarts of America. 
The great ſhock which was lately given to our 
liberties, may end in the confirmation and enlarge- 
ment of them: As it is faid, the ſtately oaks of 
the foreſt take the deeper root, extend their arms 


the farther, and exalt their venerable heads the 


higher for being agitated by ſtorms and tempeſts, 
provided they are. not actually torn up, rent in 


pieces, or quite blaſted by the lightning of heaven, 
And who knows, our liberties being thus eſta- 
bliſhed, but that on ſome future occaſion, when 
the kingdoms of the earth are moved, and roughly 


daſhed one againſt another, by Him that * taketh 


up the zes as a very little thing,” we, or our 
poſterity may even have the great felicity and 
honor to © ſave much people alive,” and keep 


Britain herſelf from ruin. I hope ſhe will never 
put it out of our power, by deſtroying us! or out 
of the inclination of any, by attempting it. 


It is to be hoped, the colonies will never abuſe 


or miſapply any influence which they may have, 


when united as aforeſaid; or diſcover a ſpirit of 
murmuring, diſcontent or impatience under the 
yvernment of Great Britain, ſo long as they are 
juſtly and kindly treated. On the other hand, it 
is to be hoped, they will never loſe a juſt ſenſe of 
liberty, or what they may reaſonably expect from 
the mother-country. Theſe things they will keep 
in mind, if they are wiſe; and cultivate a firm 
"9-2 — 
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7 friendſhip. and union with each other upon equal 


terms, as: far as diſtance and other circumſtances 


will allow. And if ever there ſhould be occafion, 


as I ſincerely hope and pray there may not, their 


late experience and ſucceſs will teach them ho-w- 
to act, in order to obtain the redreſs of grievances; 7 
I mean, by joint, manly and ſpirited, but yet reſ 
pectful and loyal petitioning. Setting aſide ſome 
a and outrages, which all ſober men join 
in condemning, I believe hiſtory affords few ex- 
amples of a more general, generous and juſt ſenſe 
of liberty in- any country, than has appeared in 


America within the year paſt : In which time the 


mercantile part in particular have done themſelves 


much honor, and had a great ſhare in preſerving 


the liberties of the plantations, when in the moſt 
imminent danger: Though this is not ſaid with 
the leaſt thought of reflefting on any other body 
or order of men, as wanting in their endeavors 
to the ſame noble end. Had we patiently received 
the yoke, no one can tell when, or whether ever 
it would have been taken off. And if there be 


ſome animals, adapted by nature to bear heavy 


burdens ſubmiſſively, one of which, however, is 
ſaid, on a certain occaſion, to have had the gift of 
| ſpeech, and expoſtulated with his maſter for un- 
Juſtly ſmiting him; I hope the Americans will 
never be reckoned as belonging to that ſpiritleſs, 
laviſh kind, though thei? © powers of ſpeech” * 

ſhould not, in the opinion of ſome nameleſs, heroic 
pamphleteer-ſcoffers } in Britain, exceed thoſe of the 
other. However defective they may be in point 


of eloquence,” * * I thank God they can at leaſt 


An abuſive, ſuperficial pamphlet i in favor of the meaſures 
of the late miniſtry. 
feel, 
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Feel, ind comple ſo as to be tolerably mur. 
Rod. 


If your patience will hold out, I will 1 a 


few words further, by way of advice, and fo 


conclude. While we endeavor to cultivate har- 
mony and union with our mother-country and our 


ſiſter colonies, in all generous and manly ways, 


we ſhould not, ſurely, neglect to cultivate the 
fame among ourſelves. 


There have, I am ſorry to fay it, but really 


Wet have lately been many unwarrantable jea- 


loufies, and bitter mutual reproaches among the 


people of this town and province, occaſioned 
by that unhappy meaſure, which has been ſo of- 


ten referred to. Even wiſe and good men though 


call equally againſt that meaſure, could not how- 
ever, agree what was to be done, upon the max- 
ims of prudence, though alike concerned for 


the public welfare. Accordingly ſome were bla- 


med as too warm and ſanguine, others as too 


phlegmatic and indifferent, in the common and 
noble cauſe of liberty. Many were cenſured, 


and ſome, I am well aſſured, very unjuſtly, as 
being friends to, and encouragers of, the fatal 


meaſure aforeſaid. But how far theſe accuſations 
were juſt or unjuſt, on either fide, I will not take 


upon me particularly to determine. Be that as 
it may, is it not beſt, my Brethren, to let theſe. 
contentions ſubſide, now the end is obtained, 


and we have ſo fair a proſpe& before us? Are 
there any valuable ends to be anſwered by per- 
petuating theſe difpures : ? I cannot readily con- 
ceive any : ane it is, becauſe J have leſs pe- 
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etration than moſt others. Be it as it will 1 
know One, and One whom we all profeſs to re- 
verence, who hath faid, © Bleſſed: are the peace- 


e makers, for they ſhall be called the children 
of God.” And, Let us ſtudy the things that 
e make for peace,” ſaid he that was not behind the 
chief of the apoſtles, © and the things wherewith | 
<« one may edify another.” Theſe ſayings may 
apologize for me, if I am wrong in“ preaching 
peace” at this time. And if none will be offended 


with me for ſpeaking plainly as to this matter, 


To me it really ſeems moſt prudent, moſt chri- 
tian, to bury in oblivion what is- paſt; to begin 
our civil, political life anew as it were, from this 


joyful and glorious æra of reſtored and confirmed 


liberty ; to be at union among ourſelves; to ab- 


ſtain from all party names and national reflexions, 


reſpecting any of our fellow ſubjects ; and to exert 
* ourſelves, in our ſeveral ſtations, to promote the 


common good, by love ſerving one another.” 
Let us make allowances mutually for human frailty, 
tor our different views and conceptions of things, 
which may be in a great meaſure unavoidable ; 
for difference of natural conſtitution, an unequal 


flow of animal ſpirits, or ſtrength of nerves: Let 


no one cenſure another more hardly, if at all, than 
the neceſſity of the caſe plainly requires. l hope 
theſe counſels of Peace will not be diſreliſned by 


any Son of peace,” or any wiſe and good man, 
that does me the honor to be my auditor on this 


occaſion; for I mean not to give offence, but 
only to do good. Such counſels as they are, I hum- 
bly commend them to the God of loye and peace, 


his 


to whoſe holy will I believe them agreeable, for 
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his bleſſing chat they may have their juſt influ- 


ence on all that hear them. And you will not 
forget, that we muſt all one day give an account 
to Him; ſo that it nearly concerns us to have our 


ways, motives, and all our doings PO by 


him. In fine, 


Let us all apply ourſolncs with Agende, 42 
in the fear of God, to the duties of our reſpec- 


tive ſtations. There has been a general diſſipa- 


tion among us for a long time; a great neglect 
and ſtagnation of buſineſs. Even the poor, and 


labouring part of the community, whom I am 


very far from deſpiſing, have had ſo much to ſay 


about government and politics, in the late times 
of danger, tumult and confuſion, that many of 
them ſeemed to forget, they had any thing to do. 
Methinks, it ould now be expedient for. them, 


and perhaps for moſt of us, to do ſomething 


more, and talk ſomething leſs ; every one * ſtu- 
dying to be quiet, and to do bis own buſineſs ;” 


letting things return peaceably into their _ old 


channels, and natural courſes, after ſo long an 
_ Interruption. My immediate aim in what I now 
ſay, being only to recommend induſtry, good order 
and harmony, I will not meddle with the thorny 


queſtion, whether, or how far, it may be juſtifi- 
able for private men, at certain extraordinary con. 


junctures, to take the adminiſtration of govern. 


ment in ſome reſpects. into their own hands. Self- 


preſervation being a great and primary law of 


nature, and to be conſidered as antecedent to all 
civil laws and inſtitutions, which are ſubordinate 
and ſubſervient to the other; the right of ſo doing, 


in ſome circumſtances, cannot well be Le 


But 
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But certainly, there is no plauſable pretence for 
ſach a conduct among us now, That which may 
be excuſcable, and perhaps laudable, on ſome very 


ſingular emergencies, would at other times be 


pragmatical, ſeditious, and high- handed preſump- 


tion. Let all therefore now join with heart and hand 


in ſupporting the lawful, conſtitutional government 


over us in its juſt dignity and vigor; in ſupporting 
his Majeſty's Repreſentative, the civil magiſtrates, 


and all perſons in authority, in the lawful exerciſe 
of their ſeveral offices. No true friend of liberty 
can reaſonably object againſt this; and if any perſons 


ſhould, it would thew that, . while they ſpeak great 
ſwelling words of vanity, makin liberty the pre- 
text, they themſelves are the ſervants of corruption, 


| the ignoble ſlaves of fin. Without this due regard 
to government and laws, we ſhall ill be miſerable; 
my friends, notwithſtanding all that God and the 


King have done to make us happy. If one had 


wings like a dove, it were better to fly far away, 


and remain alone in the wilderneſs, where he might N 
be at reſt, than to live in a ſociety where there is 


no order, no ſubordination ; but anarchy and con- 
fuſion reign. Of theſe we have ſurely had enough 


already; though at the ſame time bleſs God, that 


there has not been much more, conſidering the 
great. danger in which we have been, with the ge- 
neral alarm and conſternation, by reaſon of that 


which is ſaid to make even a, wiſe man mad,” * and 


much more the raſh ard indiſcrete, of whom there 
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is a great proportion in all communities; conſider- 


ing alſo the abſolute neceſſity there was, or at leaſt 
ſeemed to be, of ſome very uncommon ſtruggles 


and exertions, in order to break the ſnare, and th l 
Mu natura 
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So important a change in the ſituation of public 


affairs, ſo great a deliverance, has, perhaps ſeldom a 
been brought about in any count ry, with ſo little 


criminal exceſs, unleſs it were done by God alone, 


without the inſtrumentality or agency of men, by 
nature liable to ſo many errors and infirmities. But 


whatever there has been of this kind, ought to be, 


and I hope is, lamented by all good men. May 
that God, in whom our help has been, continue = 
to protect us, our rights and privileges! May he 
direct our paths through this uncertain life, and all 
the changes of it; and of his infinite mercy in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, finally bring us all to thoſe peaceful and 
glorious regions, where no evil ſpirits, no wicked 
fowlers will come; where no ſnares will be ſpread 
for us; no proud waters to go over our ſoul! And if 
we hope for admiſſion into thoſe eternal manſions 
of | joy, let every one of us, as the apoſtle Peter 


exhorts, honor all men, love the brotherhood, | 
0: fear GOD, honor the Kino. | 
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